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FACILITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
Grievance 

MR HYDE (Perth) [9.53 am]:  My grievance to the Minister for Community Development, Women’s Interests, 
Seniors and Youth concerns young people and spaces, and it is very topical.  My former preschool centre was 
converted from a preschool centre to a senior citizens centre, so I have been catered for in my babyhood and in 
my seniority and dotage, but not in the years between.  It is indicative of our society today that we are not 
catering for the needs of teenagers and youth to the same degree that we quite rightly cater for the needs of 
certain other demographic groups.   

The area of Northbridge in my electorate of Perth is often the focus of what some people deem to be youth 
problems.  I do not call them problems.  Northbridge and the concourse on the railway have a drop-in centre for 
seniors, but there are no facilities for youth.  Those facilities are sadly lacking.  We can see the evidence in our 
society of bored youth wandering around allegedly doing nothing because no activities are provided for them.  It 
is perhaps an issue not so much for State Government as for local government, but the State Government should 
be providing some leadership. 

The “Northbridge - Shaping the Future” report that the Department of the Premier and Cabinet has brought down 
contains recommendation 21, which reads -  

The Community Development Policy should incorporate as priorities relevant components of the Youth 
Forum Action Plan developed in 1998 by the City of Perth after extensive consultation. 

I well understand why youth are getting a bit fed up with government and our society.  In 1998 consultation 
occurred with the city and community groups, and youth put their views forward.  Not a great deal of action has 
occurred as a result.  The “Northbridge - Shaping the Future” report is important because it identified that the 
council of our capital city of Perth is responsible for not merely ratepayers in the city, but also people of the 
district.  It is responsible for people coming into the city to buy expensive DVD televisions costing $8 000.  It is 
also responsible for the kids who will be travelling on the beautiful new trains and railway tracks that the 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure is providing.  Those kids need somewhere to socialise and to meet, 
whether they are spending money or not.  The provision of such facilities is the role of a capital city and an urban 
village.  When I was Mayor of Vincent the council established the State’s premium skate park facility - 
Headquarters - with support from the Lotteries Commission and the previous and present Governments.  It 
incorporates a cafe and provides for a number of other youth activities.  It was planned from the bottom up by 
youth in our area and our State.  That consultation process worked.  It has provided a venue that is acknowledged 
as the best skating centre in the State.  The consultation process has also resulted in one of the best youth centres 
in the country.   

The Mayor of Gosnells, Pat Morris, has adopted a similar approach in her area to revitalise the urban hub and 
create spaces not merely for herding youth into but to which they want to go.  Such social planning is very much 
a question of whether one goes back to the old East German socialistic way of creating a space, such as in 
Potsdam.  That space should not be a railway station or a youth centre somewhere in that station.  A lot of 
thought must go into it.  Importantly, lots of consultation must occur.  I commend the Government through the 
community security fund -  

Mr Johnson:  I thought this was a grievance. 

Mr HYDE:  I have grieved.   

Mr Johnson:  You have done nothing but praise your Government. 

Mr HYDE:  Not at all.  All over this State are blots, blights and dark spaces.  This Government must ensure that 
those dark spaces are lit.  I am grieving heavily on this issue.  It is most important that, through the community 
security fund, we adopt a whole-of-government approach to the funds and projects in various government 
departments.  We must ensure that the Minister for Youth, who has so much pull in Cabinet, ensures that other 
ministers are aware of the needs of youth.   

We have moved away from operating silos in government.  This Government has not created silos and said that 
youth will be looked after only between the hours of 4.00 pm and 8.00 pm because after 8.00 pm they will all go 
home to bed.  Many issues in our society cross ministries and need a holistic government approach.  I urge the 
minister, as forcefully as I can, to ensure that the Government adopts a coherent policy towards youth and public 
space and that it also shows leadership.  Far too much negative publicity is heaped on youth in our society.  
Developers are offered incentives to build giant, glitzy, glowing, attractive shopping centres, and then people 
complain because kids want to meet at these shopping centres.  They are set up as urban villages, and, kids being 
kids, they will gather there.  We must ensure that they are welcomed, that behavioural issues become an equality 
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issue for everybody in society and that youth are not discriminated against in these important public spaces.  I 
urge the minister to reassure us that there is some way in which we can go forward to ensure that youth are 
welcome in public spaces in Western Australia.   

MS McHALE (Thornlie - Minister for Community Development, Women’s Interests, Seniors and Youth) 
[10.00 am]:  I thank the member for Perth for his grievance.  He raised a number of important issues that affect 
his electorate in particular, as it is in the metropolitan area.  However, it is an issue that affects all of us.  At the 
outset, I assure the member that the Government has in place strategies that focus specifically on young people 
and public spaces.   

Mr Johnson:  However, he said that there are no problems in Northbridge.   

Ms McHALE:  No, he did not say that.   

Mr Hyde:  They are not youth problems. 

Ms McHALE:  That is right.  They are not problems of youth; they are problems of infrastructure.  I will focus 
on the real issue; that is, all Australians have a right to enjoy public spaces.  However, young people often find 
themselves in conflict with authority figures and others when they go to shopping malls and civic areas, and even 
when they are on public transport.  Young people have a right to use public space.  Clearly it has generated 
considerable debate in recent years.  To some extent, it is about the public visibility of young people, which is 
accompanied by negative reactions to their presence. 

Mr Johnson:  Not if they go about in dozen-strong or 20-strong groups.  

Ms McHALE:  Many young people hang out in shopping centres.  They are villages and places in which to meet.   

Mr Johnson:  Yes, but not when there are about 20 of them in one group.   

Ms McHALE:  The problem is that they are visible.  If they are not doing anything antisocial, they should have 
the right to hang out in 20-strong groups. 

Mr Johnson:  Are you happy for them to hang out in 20-strong groups in shopping centres? 

Ms McHALE:  I am saying that young people hang out in public places and they are increasingly becoming 
stigmatised.  Let us look at some of the issues.  First, we need to define public space.  Interestingly, a perception 
is held by elderly people about the behaviour of young people.  As Minister for Seniors as well as Minister for 
Youth, that is an issue I am particularly concerned about.  Young people may feel that they are discriminated 
against because they are perceived as behaving in an antisocial manner, when the majority of young people 
behave in a very responsible way socially.  Many young people feel that they are not welcome in shopping 
centres unless they are there to buy things.  I know from my seniors portfolio that a lot of seniors go to shopping 
centres to meet their friends, to keep warm in winter and to keep cool in summer.  It is the same for young 
people.  However, there is a negative stereotype that young people are not welcome unless they are buying 
something. 

Mr Johnson:  Because many people, particularly the elderly, feel intimidated by groups of 10 or 20 people.   

Ms McHALE:  Absolutely; the member is quite right.  However, that is part of the stereotype.  There is a fear 
and we need to dispel it.  In the majority of cases, the behaviour of young people is very responsible.  We should 
not focus on the negative stereotype that often arises.   

Businesses have complained that young people are bad for the image of shopping centres and that young 
people’s presence discourages consumers.  That is regrettable.  Young people have access to public spaces.   

Ms Sue Walker:  That is real.   

Ms McHALE:  The perception might be there, but we need to break down that perception if we are to have a 
society that includes young people. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Hodson-Thomas):  Order, members! 

Ms McHALE:  I will tell members what the Government is doing.  During the election campaign, we committed 
to work on the issue of young people in public spaces.  We have committed $250 000 a year for the development 
of youth-oriented cultural venues to provide alternative spaces for young people.  We are also working with local 
government and relevant state government departments to allocate existing sites in local communities which are 
currently under-utilised and which can be appropriate for young people.  I assure the member for Perth that we 
are working across government to facilitate the use of cultural venues and public space.  We are also 
encouraging the development of partnerships between local government, businesses and young people to manage 
the development of these cultural venues and the better management of public spaces.   
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Mr Johnson:  Where will the cultural venues be? 

Ms McHALE:  In the member’s electorate.  We will also be working with young people to develop a set of 
planning guidelines that will be made available to developers and local government; in other words, it is good 
practice.  We are embarking on a number of very significant strategies to deal with the issue of young people and 
public space.  In December, we set up a planning group of young people representing youth organisations and 
people representing government agencies to develop -  

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Ms McHALE:  The member for Perth talked about consultation.  The community wants to be involved in the 
development of services.  If the Opposition does not have that as its goal, that is its business.  This Government 
is about communication and participation.  We are also developing a funding mechanism to distribute those 
allocated funds to local governments and other bodies to facilitate appropriate venues for young people.  Finally, 
we are developing a good practice handbook for planners, developers, local government and others to look at 
how we plan for the future and for both the young and the elderly to be part of our community.   

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Grievances noted. 
 


